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— 2024 Southern Humanities Conference Award Winners —

Iván-Daniel Espinosa, a graduate student at the University of Colorado, is the winner of the 2024 Kathryn M. 
Reynolds Award.  He is a Latino choreographer and interdisciplinary scholar that writes about and creates work 
engaged with mycology, climate change, interspecies performance, and Bio-Art.  Iván-Daniel is currently a PhD 
student in Theatre and Performance Studies at the University of Colorado.  His research is focused on studying the 
relationships between human bodies and mycelium fungi networks through the lenses of bioacoustics and site-spe-
cific performance.  The Reynolds Award offers a travel stipend to the person with the best proposed paper who is a 
first- or second-time visitor to the Southern Humanities Conference.

N.K. Condua, a Ph.D. student in Literature and Criticism at Indiana University of Pennsyvania, is the winner of 
the 2024 Bennie D. Ussery Memorial Graduate Student Award.  His research interests exist at the intersection of 
queer theory, trauma and memory studies, African literature, and African American literature. The Ussery Award 
offers a travel stipend to the best proposed paper from a graduate student who attends the Southern Humanities 
Conference. 

We are also pleased to announce the debut of a third award for this year!  The Mark Ledbetter/Susan Cumings 
Awards offer registration remission for up to four graduate students per conference for the best proposed confer-
ence presentations, workshops, or papers.  The award is given in recognition of the decades of committed service 
and inspirational leadership demonstrated by former Executive Director Mark Ledbetter and Board Member Susan 
Cumings.  The awards are intended to encourage graduate student participation at SHC.  This year’s winners are:

 • Taryn Bromser-Kloeden, George Mason University
 • Sam Collier, University of Colorado
 • Bjørn Ralf Kristensen, University of Oregon
 • Talon Shoemake, Louisiana State University

Thanks to all of our award applicants for providing a rich and robust series of proposals that made selecting the 
award winners extremely difficult.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS!
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Thursday, February 1, 2024
T I M E L O C AT I O N
5:30 pm Executive Board Meeting Amber Room

7:00-8:30 pm Reception Cobalt Room

8:30 pm until ... Hospitality Suite Room TBD

Friday, February 2, 2024 Registration, 8:00-9:00am, Foyer

S E S S I O N  I ,  9 : 0 0 - 1 0 : 4 5 A M
• Cassie Dawn Ball, “‘Breathing Black Dust’ and Embodying Coal: An Analytic of Breath in Stacy  
Kranitz’s Photography and Barbara Kingsolver’s Demon Copperhead”
• James Deutsch, Smithsonian Institution, “Snatching Bodies amid Environmental Concerns: 
Cinematic Case Studies from the 1950s, 1970s, 1990s, and 2000s”
• Linnéa Franits, Utica University, “Body Snatcher: Identity, Interdependence, and Body as Context”
• Eileen Totter, University of North Georgia, “‘A Lot’s Happened in the Last Twenty Years’: How 
Star Trek: Picard Reimagines Working Motherhood in the Future”

Cobalt Room

• Hannah Godwin, Clemson University, “‘A Place of Standing Still and Death’: Gothic Swamp 
Ecologies in Sarah E. Wright’s This Child’s Gonna Live”
• Stephen Husarik, University of Arkansas- Fort Smith, “Discovery of the Psycho Theme”
• Megan Knight, University of South Carolina, “Memory, Magic, and the Bodies of Girls in
Contemporary Southern Gothic Swamp Novels”
• Talon Shomake, Louisiana State University, “The (In)Hospitable South: Sunken, Trapped, and 
Hosted”

Amber Room
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— COFFEE/TEA BREAK —

S E S S I O N  I I ,  1 1 : 0 0 A M - 1 2 : 4 5 P M
“Community, Fact and Fiction: Black American Spaces and Literatures”
• Ondra Dismukes, Morehouse College, “Dancing in Community: A Litany for Survival in Ntozake 
Shange’s For Colored Girls who Have Considered Suicide when the Rainbow is Enuf”
• Thayer Truss, Jacksonville State University, “Collective Trauma and Horror Noire: How Black 
Auteurs Utilize the Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome within their Narratives”
• Julia Tigner, Jacksonville State University, “The Hair Salon: A Spatial Reminder that Black 
Women’s Lives Matter”
• Wesley Bishop, Jacksonville State University, “Earthseed: Octavia Butler, the New Wave of Science 
Fiction, and the Post-American Sense of Community”

Cobalt Room

• Chyna N. Crawford, Elizabeth City State University, “Debunking Myths in Criminal Justice: 
Unmasking Truths through New Media”
• Edith Ritt-Coulter, University of Central Oklahoma, “Washed Away: Environmental Factors in 
the Creation Biased Historical Knowledge”
• Rosamond Rodman, Georgia State University, “Names Are the Turning Point for Who Will Be 
Master”
• Rachel Marie-Crane Williams, University of North Carolina School of the Arts, “The Curse of 
Salt, Ghost Forests, and Hauntings”

Amber Room

—LUNCH BREAK —

L U N C H T I M E  P O E T R Y  R E A D I N G S -  1 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0 P M
• Patricia Waters, Troy University
• Catherine Swender, Spring Hill College
• Rick Campbell, Fairmont State University

Cobalt Room

S E S S I O N  I I I ,  2 : 1 5 - 4 : 0 0 P M
“Human, Error: Photographic Essays on a Changing World”
• Rob McDonald, Virginia Military Institute, “Clear Cut”
• Erik Mace, Kinship Photography Collective, “Vestiges”
• Anna Gage Norton, Independent Artist, “On Nochaway”

Cobalt Room

• Douglas Higbee, University of South Carolina Aiken, “Hunting from Thoreau to Pam Houston”
• Bjørn Ralf Kristensen, University of Oregon, “Street Dog Embodiment and Agency in Cusco, 
Peru”
• Ying Ma, Nova Southeastern University, “‘Queerness in a Way Saved My Life’: Reading Ocean 
Vuong’s On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous”
• Christopher Nank, Ringling College of Art and Design, “Urban Coyotes, Psychogeography, and 
Embodying Community”

Amber Room

—COFFEE/TEA BREAK — 
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S E S S I O N  I V,  4 : 1 5 - 6 : 0 0 P M
• Laurie Dionne Babcock, Vermont College of Fine Arts, “Double the Trouble: the Dual and
Dueling Femmes Fatale in “Laura” and “Rebecca”
• Kaia Magnusen, University of Tampa, “Dangerous Ambiguity: Prostitution, Disease, and the
Instability of Postwar Female Identity in the Weimar Works of Otto Dix”
• Myra Mendible, Florida Gulf Coast University, “Domestic Bodies: The Latina Maid in American
Film”
• Jay Branagan Webb, Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College, “Gun-Toting Women: Mary
Rowland and the American Frontier Myth”

Cobalt Room

• Margaret Cox, Hampton University, “Savannah Tea”
• Spencer Dew, The Ohio State University, “Mediated Immediacy: Contemporary Taino Media and
Embodied Experience of ‘Good Space’”
• Tomas Havlicek, Charles University, “Immigrant Religions and the Changing Religious Body and
Landscape in Czechia”
• Peter Schmidt, Swarthmore College, “Seven Contemporary Poets on Hyphenated Identities in the
Global South”

Amber Room

T I M E L O C AT I O N
6:30-7:00pm Wine Reception Foyer

7:00pm Plenary Session, Open Mic Grand Salon

8:30 until... Hospitality Suite R o o m  T B D

Saturday, February 3, 2024 Registration, 8:00-9:00am, Foyer

S E S S I O N  V,  9 : 0 0 - 1 0 : 4 5 A M
• Lucy Bowditch, The College of St. Rose, “Courbet and Photography: the Embodied Landscape”
• Kaiti Fortenberry, Texas Tech University, “Middle Byzantine Bodies and Manipulable Icons:
Devotional Performance, Performativity and Practice”

• Rebecca Ann Hathaway, DePaul University, “Eco-Visionaries: William Blake and Aldo
Leopold’s Philosophies in Nature”
• Douglas Kneale, University of Windsor, “Wordsworth in the (Sub) Tropics: A Canadian
Perspective on Environment and Identity”

Cobalt Room

• Taryn Bromser-Kloeden, George Mason University, “Navigating Environmental Academia in a 
Disabled Body: An Embodied Autoethnography of Ableism, Advocacy, and Adjustment:
• Brenda Brown and Annick Bellemain, University of Sciences & Arts of Oklahoma, “The 
Academy: Friend or Foe”

• Susan Cumings, The University at Albany- SUNY, “From B-Boy Dance-Off to Playing in Traffic: 
What Bill Shannon’s Technique and Performance Art Reveal About Our Bodies, Our 
Environments, Our Ableism, and Ourselves”
• Clarence Goss and Karen Strother-Jordan, Elizabeth City State University, “The Power of 
Places: Using Environment to Explore and Create”

Amber Room

— COFFEE/TEA BREAK — 
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S E S S I O N  V I ,  1 1 : 0 0 A M - 1 2 : 4 5 P M
“Climate in a Flash: A Fiction and Non-Fiction Reading”
• Jonathan Cardew, Purdue University Global
• Paige Erickson, Purdue University Global
• Nathan Long, Stockton University

Cobalt Room

• Kylie Fisher, Furman University, “Rome Embodied and Reborn: Sixteenth-Century Prints of
Rome’s Speaking Statues”
• Tony Lack, Northeast Lakeview College, “Modes of Embodiment from the Greek Heroic Age to
the Classical Period”
• Leonardo Salvatore, Ralston College, “Mens Sana in Corpore Sano: Contra Gnosticism via a
Philosophy of Exercise”
• Jesse Weiner, Hamilton College, “Promethean Possibilities, Punishments, and Post-humans in
Dan Simmons’ Hyperion”

Amber Room

— LUNCH BREAK —  

S E S S I O N  V I I ,  2 : 1 5 - 4 : 0 0 P M
• Angela Elder, Converse College, “‘Sea in All Directions’: the Dry Tortugas and Civil War
America”
• Joe Keener, Indiana University Kokomo, “His Strength is His Weakness: Shakespeare’s The Life of
Henry VIII, Donald Trump’s Strong Weaknesses, and an Historical Accounting”
• Brande McCleese, Elizabeth City State University, “Harriet Jacobs: Embodying Oppression,
Environment, and Endurance”
•Molly Nebiolo, Butler University, “Creeks, Streets, and Marshland: How Miasma and City
Infrastructure Created Sites of (Un)Healthiness in Colonial Charleston and Savannah”

Cobalt Room

• Sam Collier, University of Colorado, “The Precarious Moment: Bodies, Art, and Climate Change”
• Iván-Daniel Espinosa, University of Colorado, “Mycelia Música : Dancing with Fungi”
• Loretta D. Fois, Raritan Valley Community College, “A Performative Understanding of
Embodiment and Knowledge-Making”
• Maurice Moore, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, “Part Experimental Films & Part Visual
Poetry: De Nonbinaries in Nature”

Amber Room

— COFFEE BREAK — 
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S E S S I O N  V I I I ,  4 : 1 5 - 6 : 0 0 P M
• Robert J. Cavazos, Texas A&M University- San Antonio, “Stories from Remains: Responding to
War and Environmental Calamity in Poems, Essays, and Graphic Novels”
• Luis Cortes, Texas A&M University- Kingsville, “(Dis)Embodiment and Ritualized Mortification
in American Prisons”
• Deborah Fisher, Independent Scholar, “Transcending Boundaries of Canvas and Culture: Classical
Mythological Creatures in John Singleton Copley’s American Portraiture”
• Allison Roux, Converse College, “‘Watch Your Step’: Contemporary Dance and Coral Reef
Biodiversity”

Cobalt Room

• N.K. Condua, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, “Queer Silence, Safety, and Survival in
Akwaeke Emezi’s The Death of Vivek Oji”
• Jennifer LaRue, Florida State University, “Mbari Clubs in Nigeria: Fertile Ground for Akin Euba’s
Chaka”
• Alaina Marie Plowdrey Forehand, Institute for Doctoral Studies in the Visual Arts, “The
Environmental and Ecological Embodiment of Blue in the Paintings of Aleah Chapin”
• Steven Specht, Utica University, “Ray Johnson as the Embodiment of ‘Stream of Consciousness’”

Amber Room

T I M E L O C AT I O N
6:30-7:00pm Wine Reception Foyer

7:00pm Plenary Session, “The Forrest Shearon and Percy Miller Memorial 
Lecture” Vaughnette Goode-Walker

Grand Salon

8:30 until… Hospitality Suite Room TBD

Your Plenary Speaker

Vaughnette Goode-Walker is Director at the Ralph 
Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Museum. After 30 years as 
a Broadcast Journalist, working for ABC Radio and 
Television Networks in New York, CNN and CNNI 
in Atlanta, she returned to Savannah, where she grew 
up and began her career as a Museum and Tourism 
Specialist. Goode-Walker worked for Telfair Museums, 
established its Juneteenth Celebration and continues 
to curate it annually. She worked for the King-Tisdell 
Cottage Foundation to re-interpret the King-Tisdell 
Cottage, a Black History House Museum. Goode-Walker 
received her undergraduate degree in Political Science 
from Morris Brown College, and a graduate degree in 
History from Georgia Southern University. She is also a 
poet who studied her craft at Sarah Lawrence College.
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Sunday, February 4, 2024 Registration, 8:00-9:00am, Foyer

S E S S I O N  I X ,  9 : 0 0 - 1 0 : 4 5 A M
• D.L. Simmons, Savannah College of Art and Design
• Henry Dean, Savannah College of Art and Design
• Jane Dalton, University of North Carolina at Charlotte
• Nathaniel Underwood, University of North Carolina at Charlotte
• Ted Michaloski, Savannah College of Art and Design

Cobalt Room

• Greg Michna, Arkansas Tech University, “ ‘A Poor Barren Creature who has Been Long in His
Vineyard: Ministerial Death and Dying in Revolutionary Massachusetts, 1777-1782”
• Josie Medina, Texas A&M- Kingsville, “Doki Doki Literature Club! and the Existential Horror of
Digital Bodies”
• Caitlin Simmons, Southern University and A&M College, “The Invisible Spectacle of Chronic
Pain in Dylan Krieger’s Soft-Focus Slaughterhouse”
• Elyse Veloria, Duke University, “A Sea of Pain: Conceptualizing Illness through Bodies of Water”

Amber Room

— COFFEE/TEA BREAK — 

S E S S I O N  X ,  1 1 : 0 0 A M - 1 2 : 4 5 P M
Poetry Readings
• January Pearson, Purdue Global University, "The Tangible and Intangible Aspects 

of Rare Illness and its Paradoxes in Poetry"

• Jane Blanchard, Independent Scholar, “(Con)Textualizing Cancer”
• Anna Harris-Parker, Augusta University, “Cancer as Catalyst”
• Rupert Fike, Poetry Atlanta, reading from his collection, “All Things in Common”

Cobalt Room

• Emilee Brown, Georgia State University, “The Wound That Never Heals: Trauma, Collective
Memory, and the American South in Memorial Drive: A Daughter’s Memoir”
• Cooper Harriss, Indiana University, “Muhammad Ali, Worth Bingham, and the New Religious
Ubiquity”
• Vandy Pancetti-Donelson, United States Sports Academy, “Cultural Resilience Through Cuisine:
Cajun Foodways and Generational Diaspora in the Face of Navigating Mainstream Cultural 
Hegemony”

Amber Room
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The Southern Humanities 
Conference, 2025

CALL FOR PAPERS

CONFERENCE THEME: REAL, ARTIFICIAL, AND SUPERFICIAL
GREENVILLE, SC 

 JANUARY 30- FEBRUARY 2, 2025

The Southern Humanities Conference offers an opportunity for scholars, artists, writers, musicians, performers, 
and humanists of all kinds to share their knowledge, research, work, and experiences in an interdisciplinary, 
welcoming, and engaging intellectual space.

For 2025 our conference theme will be “Real, Artificial, and Superficial.”  Human relationships in the twenty-
first century are often marked by moments of genuine honesty and vulnerability as people seek ‘real’ connection 
as opposed to something ‘superficial.’  This desire to parse things real, artificial, and superficial—and to see the 
interstices between them—are central to experiences in the humanities, and perhaps, to the human experience.  
In addition, researchers of all types seek to recover or expose reality in the world and submit it to a critical and 
evaluative process.  Yet, many recognize that subjective research can only reveal reality in partial, fragmentary, 
or illusory ways.  As Albert Einstein noted, “Reality is merely an illusion, albeit a very persistent one.”  Sorting 
through theoretical and practical discussions of the real and the artificial is central to many of the assumptions that 
undergird contemporary research and critical theory in the postmodern world.  And yet, the interplay between 
reality, the artificial and the superficial can be exceptionally productive for the creativity of writers, artists, dancers, 
and musicians.  Furthermore, one of the most important recent technological developments is artificial intelligence, 
where generative engines have raised questions about the nature of information and communication, as well as 
about how educators and researchers might engage with the artificial.  In fact, what are the boundaries between the 
artificial and the real?  How intelligent is the artificial?  And how superficial or real is artificial intelligence?  Jean 
Baudrilliard, whose key ideas included “simulation” and the “hyperreal” quipped, “The sad thing about artificial 
intelligence is that it lacks artifice and therefore intelligence.”  The alchemy between real, artificial, and superficial 
will serve as the prompt for our collective conversation, and offers us a platform for appraising the world around us.
 
The Southern Humanities Conference invites proposals for papers on any aspect of the theme “Real, Artificial, 
Superficial” broadly conceived. Our conference themes are meant to be inspiring and prompt reflection, not 
limiting.  The topic is interdisciplinary and invites proposals from all areas of study, as well as creative pieces 
including but not limited to performance, music, art, and literature. Customary paper and full panel proposals are 
invited, as are ones for creative presentation formats like roundtables, workshops, and demonstrations.  Moreover, 
the Southern Humanities Conference welcomes proposals from teachers and professionals outside the academy, as 
well as from scholars in the early stages of their academic careers.  Please note that the name of our organization 
simply reflects its having been founded in the U.S. South; no presenter is expected to present anything “southern,” 
though southern topics are also welcomed. Conference attendees come from all over the United States, Canada, and 
overseas.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:
Please submit proposals of 300-500 words through our website at www.southernhumanities.org (preferred), or by 
email sent to Brett Bebber at southernhumanities@gmail.com. Proposals are due by December 1, 2025 but are 
reviewed and accepted on a rolling basis.   
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Notes
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Notes
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